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Should we trust politicians
who cheat on their spouses?
Why do religions assume the
creator of the Universe is
benevolent? Why shouldn’t a
surgeon with four dying
transplant patients be allowed
to kill a passer-by and strip
out his organs? After all, four
lives would be saved by the
loss of just one, which sounds
like a bargain.

If you're intrigued by
questions like these, you’ll
love Peter Cave’s collection of
conundrums drawn from
across the spectrum of that
much-maligned academic

pursuit called philosophy. Cave
— himself a philosopher — does a
grand job of demonstrating the
enduring relevance of the
subject, as well as its ability to
reveal hidden depths in the
seemingly trivial. Be warned,
though: if you're looking for
simple yes/no answers to trot
out at dinner parties, you'll be
disappointed. As Cave shows,
the demand for such answers is
often hopelessly misplaced, not
to say futile.

But with its wonderfully
varied selection of topics, plus
Cave’s admirable lightness of
touch, this is one of the most
entertaining and thought-
provoking books I've come
across in years. So stop messing
around with trivia like Sudoku
and give your brain a real treat
by buying this book.
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